Clinical value of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies.
This article presents a brief review of the clinical value of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA) in the diagnosis and management of patients with various forms of vasculitis. ANCA assay methodology and testing recommendations are reviewed. The patterns of reactivity of ANCA observed by indirect immunofluorescence, the antigens recognized by ANCA, and the sensitivity, specificity, and positive predictive value of ANCA for diagnosis of different vasculitides are described. In addition, the spectrum of drugs and nonvasculitic diseases that are associated with ANCA and need to be differentiated from true ANCA-positive vasculitides are reviewed. When properly utilized and cautiously interpreted, ANCA are a useful, noninvasive diagnostic tool in the differential diagnosis of vasculitis.